
CELAC

FIFTH COMMITTEE

ADMiNiSTRATiVE AND BUDGETARY MATTERS

STATEMENT BY MR. OLIVIO FERMIN, MINISTER COUNSELLOR

OF THE PERMANENT MiSSiON OF THE DOMiNiCAN

REPUBLIC TO THE UNITED NATIONS ON BEHALF OF THE

COMMUNITY OF LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN STATES
{CELAC}

Organizationaa Session, Second Resumed Session
70° Session of the General AssembBy

"Programme of Work"

New York, 2 May 2016
(Check against delivery)

QUINTA COMISION

ASUNTOS ADMINISTRATIVOS Y PRESUPUESTARIOS

INTERVENCI6N DEL SR. OLaVIO FERMÿN, MiNISTRO CONSEJERO

DE LA MiSI6N PERMANENTE DE LA REPUBLmCA DOMJNICANA ANTE

LAS NACIONES UNIDAS, EN REPRESENTACION DE LA COMUNIDAD



Mr. Chairman,

1. I have the honor to speak on behalf of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States,
CELAC.

. Before I begin, I would like to reiterate our Community's support on your Chairmanship. We extend
our gratitude for your dedication and skillful performance during the main session and in
particular in the fn'st resumed session, which allowed us to achieve a consensus on time, thus
abiding by our programme of work. You and the other members of the Bureau can count on the
committed support of the Community for the successful conclusion of our work at this second
resumed session.

3. We also wish to thank the Secretariat for its invaluable work and appreciate the preparation of
the documentation and programme of work for the upcoming session.

Mr. Chairman,

. Our Community attaches the utmost importance to the discussions on the administrative and
budgetary aspects of UN Peacekeeping Operations and underscores the need to ensure that they
have the necessary resources to implement their mandates.

. Our programme of work contains issues of great interest to CELAC, including the reports
related to the financing of individual Peacekeeping Operations, in particular the United Nations
Stabilization Mission in Haiti, as well as the Revised Estimates for the implementation of the
Addis Ababa Action Agenda-Financing for Development and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.

° With regards to cross-cutting issues, the Community considers that when dealing with the
recommendations contained in the report of the High-level Independent Panel on Peace
Operations, (HIPPO), as proposed by the Secretary General, the Committee should not lose the
oppommity of making a comprehensive, thorough and balanced assessment of UN Peace
Operations, both Peacekeeping and Special Political Missions, including their managerial
administrative and financial challenges, avoiding a "silo approach" which goes against the very
objectives set out when the HIPPO was established.

. In this regard, CELAC regrets that the Fifth Committee has been unable to fulfill its
commitment of considering and deciding on the necessary reforms to the funding and
backstopping for Special Political Missions, notwithstanding that the HIPPO itself



¢ We would also like to draw attention to the report on the Activities of the Office of Internal
Oversight Services on peace operations for the period from 1 January to 31 December 2015, and
encourage it to continue with the efforts to strengthen its inspection and evaluation capacity in
order to contribute to the improvement of the efficiency and effectiveness of the missions.

o CELAC recalls that General Assembly resolution 65/293 requested the Secretary General to
submit concrete proposals to address the issue of outstanding amounts due to Member States
from closed peacekeeping missions that are in net cash deficit. The Community considers that
the current and previous reports under this agenda must be thoroughly discussed and an
outcome to this issue shall be sought, ensuring that Member States in arrears to the closed
missions meet their financial obligations.

Mr. Chairman,
10. CELAC wishes to highlight once again the principle that each peacekeeping operation has a

standalone budget, planned and approved according to its mandate and specific needs, so
peacekeeping budgets should be considered individually to ensure the effective and efficient
discharge of their respective mandates.

11. CELAC is keen to discuss the reports regarding the financing of the United Nations
Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) and look forward to making its relevant and
considered observations when the item is officially introduced.

Mr. Chair4nan,

12. The Community wishes to reemphasize the importance of respecting the completing of this
session and encourages all delegations to make efforts so no extension will be necessary.

13. We also call the Secretariat to make every necessary effort to submit the reports within the set
deadlines, in_ accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, for due
consideration of the Committee.

14. CELAC reiterates its commitment to collaborate on all agenda items and to constructively
engage in formal and informal negotiations. We are certain that the negotiations will remain
transparent and inclusive and lead to a satisfactory conclusion for the Organization and all
Member States.

I thank you.





arreglos actuales. De esta forma y fmalmente responder a las llamadas constantes y urgentes de la
Secretaria, la Comisidn Consultiva y la Junta de Auditores, entre otros.

. De igual manera, tomamos nora del informe sobre las Actividades de la Oficina de Servicios de
Supervisi6n Intema sobre las operaciones de paz para el periodo comprendido entre el 1 de enero
y el 31 de diciembre de 2015, y alentamos a esta Oficina a que contimien con los esfuerzos para
fortalecer su capacidad de inspecci6n y evaluaci6n, a fin de contribuir a la mejora de la eficiencia y
eficacia de las misiones.

Sr. Presidente,

, La CELAC recuerda que la resoluci6n 65/293 de la Asamblea General le solicit6 al Secretario
General clue presentara propuestas concretas para abordar el asunto de los importes pendientes de
pago a los Estados Miembros sobre las misiones de mantenimiento de la paz concluidas que est6n
en el d6ficit de caja neta. La Comunidad considera que los informes actuales y anteriores sobre
este tema deben ser debatidos a rondo y deberi buscarse una soluci6n a esta situaci6n, que entre
otras altemativas, asegurando que los Estados Miembros en mora cumplan con sus obligaciones
financieras alas misiones de mantenimiento de la paz concluidas.

10. La CELAC desea destacar una vez mils el principio de que cada Operaci6n de Mantenimiento de la




